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At the final Senior School Assembly this term, I noted 
that the global pandemic had spawned a number of new 
words in our efforts to describe its unprecedented effects. 
We now speak of the saviour that is ‘zooming’, and of 
its irritating cousin, ‘zoombombing.’ Those who flouted 
health guidelines were deemed ‘Covidiots’ or ‘Morona’s.’ 
Unable to travel overseas, we were encouraged to take 
‘staycations.’ And the obsessive trawling through gloomy 
newsfeeds of endless bad news stories about the virus was 
dubbed ‘doomscrolling.’ 

Attempting to encapsulate the enormity of the pandemic 
on the entire world, scientists also coined a new phrase, 
claimed we had experienced an ‘anthropause.’ Catchy and 
impressively academic to the ear, but my suggestion to 
the School was that it missed the mark. Not to understate 
the huge toll in anyway, but I do not think that the world 
has paused during 2020. Certainly, Bromsgrove didn’t.  
Slowed down a bit, yes, but we have never stopped.

Indeed, necessity being the mother of invention, staff 
and pupils in all four of our Schools have come up 
with countless creative ways to manoeuvre around the 
restrictions of the virus. Bespoke in-house sporting 
competitions, livestreamed concerts, virtual learning; in 
truth, we have lost little ground. And even where there has 
been an unavoidable reduction in pace, we seem to be 
the better for it.  Time to reflect, to consider and count our 
blessings, has been an unexpected bonus.

Therefore, I did a bit of wordsmithing of my own, and 
mangled some Greek and Latin to propose that 2020 
had actually been an ‘anthromodero’ – a year when 
people slowed down a little. As we now close the page 
on this tumultuous year, and before we commence what 
hopefully will be a brighter 2021, let us all stretch that 
anthromodero into the Christmas break and enjoy a slower 
pace in the company of those we love.

I join with all at Bromsgrove in wishing the wider School 
family every blessing for a safe and restful holiday.

Peter Clague  
HEADMASTER 

A word from  
The Headmaster

Stained glass window in Old Chapel 
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Well done to the girls from Oakley 
House who all took part in their first 5k 
run for charity. They ran, jogged and 
walked two laps of the School grounds, 
led by Joelle Booth and encouraged 
by Mrs Pugh, Mrs Linfield and mascot 
Frank. It was a great way to start the 

day and end half term by coming 
together and giving back. The girls 
ran for Fisher House, an NHS charity 
that looks after families of wounded 
servicemen and servicewomen in 
Birmingham.  

Meanwhile, Mrs Linfield’s Upper 
Fourth tutor group organised a toy 
collection for New Start. The girls have 
donated Christmas presents worth over 
£150 for local Bromsgrove families in 
need.

Oakley Donate 
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Charitable Efforts   
Tobi Crabtree has been helping the 
Black Country Food Bank by promoting 
the charity and collecting as many items 
as possible over the festive period. He 
plans to help promote this incentive 
locally and he will make socially 
distanced collections. 

On Remembrance Sunday, Priya Giles 
walked half of the 20 mile route in 
memory of her Grandad who would 
have been 80 this year. Her efforts 
raised an outstanding £2000 for the 
Alzheimer’s Society.

Chloe Greathurst and a friend raised 
£51.50 for Macmillan Cancer Support 
by making cakes and having a cake sale 
outside their house. 

  

Ramble 
Prep and Pre-Prep pupils enjoyed participating in the Children in Need ramble 
around the School grounds. Once the ramble was complete, everyone enjoyed a 
well-earned mug of hot chocolate and a homemade cookie; a great reward for their 
efforts.

  
Bee Creative
Oakley Housemother, Emma Pugh, 
used her time during lockdown to 
combine her photography skills and 
her love of bees to take some beautiful 
photographs in her own garden, which 
she has now turned into a calendar 
and is selling in aid of the The 
Bumblebee Conservation Trust. All 
profits from the sale of the calendars 
will be donated to the trust.  If you 
would like to buy a copy, please email 
Mrs Pugh.
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Iron Men   

Despite being unable to make visits 
to the residents, our Residential 
Homes service group have found 
creative ways to stay engaged with 
their Bromsgrove Service activity and 
continue to help the vulnerable and 
elderly in our society. 

Senior pupils produced a 
Bromsgrove-themed board game for 
the staff and residents of St. John’s 
care home to enjoy together. It looks 
like great fun! 

Residential Games    

Gardening 
The pupils in the Prep School 
gardening club were delighted to 
hear that they have been awarded 
the Level 3 RHS Schools Gardening 
Award. In recognition of their hard 
work, they have been given a Fruit 
Garden pack which contains a 
collection over twenty fruit bushes, 
canes and plants, which they will 
receive in January.

Congratulations to the boys and tutors of Lyttelton House who completed their 
Ironman challenge over half-term. The boys enjoyed their respective activities 
and some of them have been completely surprised by the transformative effect 
of the exercise. Every single Lytteltonian has contributed to the event and the 
House has raised an outstanding £2000 which will be split between the two 
chosen House charities, the Harry Bennett Foundation and the Wyre Forest 
Night Stop.  
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First Aid 
In their PSHE Life Skills sessions, Lower 
Fourth students were taught about CPR 
and what to do in the case of choking, 
bleeding, shock and heart attack. These 
have been invaluable sessions for 
everyone. 

Thanks to our in-house instructors who 
ensured that, in line with Health and 
Safety regulations, pupils were able to 
participate safely in as many activities as 
possible.

Eco Aware  
Bromsgrove Seniror School is delighted 
to join the ‘Let’s Go Zero 2030’ 
campaign. The Environment Group 
held a Zoom presentation during Routh 
Assembly where they explained more 
to pupils and staff about going ‘carbon 
zero’.  Their talk can be found on the 
Headmaster’s Routh Address page on 
the website titled, Bigger than Covid.  

Prep School Eco Committee
The pupils in Year 3 were thrilled to receive 
the green flag that the Committee have 
earnt through their hard work over the last 
few years. 
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Flourishing Fivers  

Year 7 pupils have been taking part in the Flourishing Fiver scheme for Primrose 
Hospice. A group of them set up a pop-up stall at Churchfield’s Farm to sell their 
products where, despite the weather, they made some good sales. Pupils have also 
used the restrictions imposed by the pandemic to be creative and set up a virtual 
shop where staff and pupils can browse through items for sale.

Individually, pupils have been fundraising with some good efforts including Avneesh 
selling Indian food snack boxes. She went out on her bike to collect orders from 
neighbours - her idea was a hit with fifty-one orders in total. With help from her 
family to put the orders together and get them delivered, she raised £365. Temi 
raised a whopping £645 with his sponsored 30km cycle ride and Riya and Xanthe, 
completed a 10.1 km bike ride. 

Amelia Lees has astounded everyone with the amount she has raised. First 
she set about making candles, and using the profit from these, she then made 
LEGO fridge magnets and milkshake kits. As if that wasn’t enough, Amelia also 
organised a danceathon and made a Christmas chocolate hamper to be raffled at 
School. Her efforts are continuing with her making School uniform ribbons. Her 
current total is just under £1200. 
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Cricket 
The top 100 Senior and 50 Prep Schools have been named in The Cricketer’s 
annual Schools Guide, with both Preparatory School and the Senior School 
having been selected for the line-up. Selection follows an exhaustive process by 
the Cricketer magazine; all entries are judged against an extensive set of criteria, 
including a compelling commitment to cricket in the curriculum, facilities, fixture 
programmes and coaching. Director of Cricket, Dave Fallows said that after the 
highs of becoming National champions in 2019, it was hugely disappointing to 
lose the whole of the 2020 summer term. However, Senior School cricketers have 
returned fresh and are training harder than ever with a winter programme in place, 
looking ahead to what he hopes will see a full cricket fixture programme in 2021.

Prep Cricket Selections 

Well done to the following Prep players who have been selected for Worcestershire 
County Cricket in their retrospective age groups. 
U13: William Broadhurst, Flynn Dathan; U12: Alfie Higgins, Seth Benjamin, Henry 
Greaves, Logan Ingram; U11: George Hall, Nahum Benjamin, Edward Head;  
U10: Jack Pritchard 



n e w s  r e v i e w  m i c h a e l m a s  2 0 2 0  i s s u e  2

House Drama   
The Lower Sixth House Drama 
competition saw some entertaining and 
thought-provoking performances.  
The results were:
Best Play - Wendron-Gordon
Runner-up Best Play - Housman Hall
Best Actor - Maria Macadrai (Housman 
Hall)
Runner-up Best Actor - Polly Dakin 
(Hazeldene) 
Adjudicators Special Awards: 
Stepan Tarasov (Wendron-Gordon) and  
the whole cast of Mary Windsor

In the Fifth Form competition, 
Best Play went to School House for 
their technically brilliant performance 
of Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are 
Dead, a masterclass in comic timing. 
Special Adjudicator’s Award went to for 
Jamie Lewis in the same play. 
A second Special Adjudicator’s Award 
was given to Elmshurst House for their 
total commitment to their Coarse Acting 
Play Streuth, which got the evening off 
to a tremendous start.
The Runner Up Best Play: Wendron-
Gordon 
Best Actor: Charlie Cooper 
Best Supporting Actor: Thando Best
Runner-Up Best Actor: Paris Siviter 

Many congratulations to all performers 
and stage crew, and a huge thank you 
to everyone who supported online or in 
the auditorium itself.  

Year 8 Twits 
The cast and backstage crew of the 
year 8 playThe Twits took up their 
roles with enthusiasm and more 
than a little talent. Mr Amplett tells 
us: “I am very proud of the work that 
Year 8 did with their adaptation of 
this Roald Dahl Classic. The style 
of theatre is actually very difficult to 
get right, full of energy, fun and the 
willingness to make yourself looks 
silly. It was lovely, for me, to give the 
cast an opportunity to show off some 
of their ‘other skills’ such as dance, 
gymnastics and ‘puppetry’ as well as 
their performance skills”.  

A massive well done to the cast and 
crew. 
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Netball  
Congratulations to our talented netballers; Ava Colley, Liz Smith and Honey 
Luscombe who have been selected for the U15 Wasps Netball training hub and 
Jess Monthe who has been selected for the U15 Loughborough Lightening squad. 

Issy Eaton and Maddie McLeod have both been selected for the U19 Severn Stars 
Netball squad. 

 Hive Help
The Headmaster and his team of 
Sixth Form pupils, supported by Mr 
Tasker and the DT department, have 
been creating parts for beehives, 
making supers, brood boxes, and 
frames. They have been using cedar 
wood donated by a local wood 
merchant as well as re-using some 
cedar wood from around the School. 

We hope these efforts will enable the 
bee-keeping team to hit the ground 
running when the bees emerge 
again in the early spring. There are 
currently four hives in the School’s 
apiary. 
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 Fencing 
Prep pupils enjoyed the last Fencing session of the term which finished on a high 
with fencing on the electric scoring equipment. Pupils then had the opportunity 
to hold a real sword. The sword was made by Wilkinson in 1866 for John S 
Henderson of the Royal Artillery.  

 Star Gazing 
Activities in the School’s observatory 
are always popular and recently 
the Year 6 astronomers enjoyed a 
successful evening capturing their first 
photographs of the year. Pupils in Year 
3 have been looking at Jupiter, Saturn 
and Mars - Mr Turner was delighted 
that they managed to get a good view 
of the rings of Saturn.  The Year 8 
astronomy group have completed their 
electronic constellation projects.

Well done to Alycia Gandesha who has had one of her poems published as part 
of the Young Writers Competition 2020.  Her poem, The Covid-Fighting Flying 
Pup: Tibby-19 is featured in Peculiar Pets -Voices Of The Future and a copy of 
this book will be kept in the National Archives of the British Library. 

Prep Poet   
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Webber Boarding House was delighted by a visit from Santa in the run up to the 
end of term.  

Festive Snippets 

The service group, Crafting for Charity, 
made some beautiful cross-stitch 
Christmas cards.

Avid followers of our social media 
channels will know that we are 
again taking part in #SocialAdvent, 
a set of online challenges run by the 
company, Interactive Schools. To 
see what we have been posting in 
the run up to Christmas, just head 
over to @BromsSchool (Twitter), 
facebook.com/BromsgroveSchool or 
@bromsgroveschool on Instagram. We 
were announced as the overall winner 
of Day 8. 

Pre-Prep pupils wore their festive attire 
for Christmas Jumper Day 

The Christmas tree on Gordon Green has been a beautiful sight on the recent crisp 
winter days. 
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Design Award 

Congratulations to Mike Jordan (Gordon 
71- 76) who has won The Horners 
Award for ‘Outstanding Innovation 
and Design’, the oldest award to exist 
to this day. Mike and his team at 
Summit Defence designed flexible, 
lightweight recyclable shields that can 
be suited to any workspace using the 
unique magnetic click system, helping 
businesses to be COVID secure.

 We were delighted to welcome Karim 
Haji (E 87- 92) who visited us with 
his wife and two children. Karim is 
currently Head of Financial Services 
for KPMG in London.

Karim Visits   
Bromsgrovian News 

If you’d like to tell us your news, please let us 
know by emailing  
oldbromsgrovians@bromsgrove-school.co.uk  

Wedding 
Despite the circumstances around the world, Nii An (MW 04-06) and Florent 
Vassaux were able to carry out an intimate wedding ceremony amongst friends 
and family at the Old Marylebone Town Hall in London. Nii An told us that in 
this extraordinary year they were grateful for such a beautiful day, marking the 
beginning of their next chapter together. 

Congratulations to Sam Ison (School 13-18) who has qualified as a commercial 
pilot.  Sam says that during his time at Bromsgrove, he was always interested in 
planes, but it was his experiences in CCF that first gave him the chance to have  
a go at flying. 

Sam Flies 


